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THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL ASSEMBLY

V.P. Poulose

Itisagenera practice
in the present society to
give priority and
preference to things that
do not requireit. Wemay
not feel sympathy to a
personwho buyswedding
dress and who does not
bother to pay the rent
whichisdue. If wecannot
realize to which of the
things that we have to
give priority, then it
showsthat it isbecause of
our ignorance. This
ignoranceisspreadingin
the spiritual realm too.
Many of the believers
today just ignore the
Local assembly whichis
their spiritual family.
They spend or infact
waste their time and
energy to build
organization, funds and
ministries. In the
prophetical book of
Haggai we see the
|sraelitesasanation who
Is not aware of the poor
state of the Jerusalem
Temple. They ignored
and they started to give
importance in the

construction of their
houses. The L ord perished
them and brought back
them to Him. (Haggai
1:4,9)

If we do not give
importanceto thosethings
that the Lord give
importance, there we may
haveto pay thepricefor it.
Weknow of Easuwho sold
his birth right just for a
morsel of meat ignoring
the importance that the
Lord has bestowed on his
birth right.(Heb. 12:16) It
IS serious mistake in the
right of God. We can study
this topic in three
subdivisions.

1. The importance of
ownership

The local assembly
belongs to the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Acts20:28). “Take
heed therefore unto
yourselves and to all the
flock over the which the
Holy Ghost hath madeyou
overseers, to feed the
church of God, which hath
purchased with His own
blood, Apostle Paul
revealed about the

ownership of the church of
God to those elderswhom
he called from Ephesus.
Only those who
understandsthisreality can
rulethe assembly inaway
that ispleasingtotheLord.
The failure in the field
among our assemblies is
very common. The main
reason for it could be that
theeldersdo not redizethe
importance of the
ownership of the Local
assembly. Many of the
Elders now a days give
priority to other places of
promises rather than their
ownAssembly.

Those who keep the
vision of the ownership of
theassembly only canwalk
worthy of it. Apostle Paul
wrote to Timothy to teach
him how he hasto behave
himself in the assembly
(1Tim 3:15). In thisverse
asotheHoly Spiritreveds
that the Assembly belongs
to the true living God is
true here aso. Those who
have this sense of fear in
there heart will try to

behave according to the
Word of God.

How did the Lord
purchase the Assembly.
He purchased it by His
own blood. Thisblood is
so precious (1Peter 1:18-
19). Thechurch purchased
by this precious blood is
very precioustothelLord.
If we belittlethe value of
this church then it will
hurt him. He purchased it
by giving hislife (blood)
and so he loves the
assembly as his own life
(Eph. 5:25). This
beautiful truthisrevea ed
through similar usagesin
the scripture. That he
might present it to himself
a glorious church......
(Eph  5:27). His
continuous care for the
assembly which hebought
with hisblood can be seen
in this verse. His
commitment to churchis
agood example for usto
follow. The exact
meaning of this usage is
revealed through the two
parables that we seen in
the gospel of Matthew.

A manwentandsolddl
that he had and bought the
fieldinwhichthetreasure
was hidden. The next

THE WORK AND WORKERS

Thegospe work isthe
greatest and mighty work
intheworld. According
to 1Pet.2:9, we are
chosen to proclaim the
praises of Him, and
Eph.4:11 saysevangelists
are the heavenly gift
giventothechurch. Even
though the responsibility
of evangelizationisupon
each believer, the called
and separated workersare
the blessed gifts to the
church and to the people.

A sincere and
dedicated gospel worker
in the Lords vineyard
should clearly understand
his calling, election and
the importance of the
great work. Eventhough
the category is the
‘servant’, when we
understand the type and

seriousness of thework, it
isahigh position. Weread
in (Ilsa 52:7) “ How
beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of him who
comes with good news.”
After thedeclaration of the
beauty of our Lord thistype
of sayingisonly about the
Lord’'s servant. He is the
mouth-piece of God. The
word of life comes from
his mouth. It is good
enoughto changetheentire
life of human beings. At
the samewhenitisahigh
and valuable position, it
involves and establishes a
great responsibility in us.
We should be sincere in
this work which is
rewarding, precious and
admirableby God. Seethe
words of Lord’s servant
V.Nagal ‘ My Lord and

God, itismy reward, when
you count me worthy to
declare your mighty name
with my unworthy mouth.’
Thiswordsshould beinour
mind always. The above
knowledge is the
preliminary lesson of the
dedicated and selfless
gospel work. Be
courageous. The true
fulfilling of thiswork gives
usaongwiththereward, an
unspeakablejoy, blessing,
satisfaction and gratitude.
It should be experienced.
Our forefathers explains
those things in their
writings. An evangelist
should be aware of his
work area. Every work is
not the gospel work.
Gospel work can be
defined likethis:- present

(_contd. to page 2)

parable speaks of a
merchant who sold every
thing to buy a priceless
pearl. The Lord saw that
Church assuch atreasure
and gavehimsdf toit.

In the book of
revelation Chapters 2 and
3 Church is compared to
seven golden candle
sticks. Thebridegroomis
walkinginthemidst of the
seven candle sticks. It
shows His concern and
carefor theassembly. He
commendstheassemblies
for them steadfastnessin
faith and good works. At
the same time He points
out them spots and
wrinklesor their failures.
Hedoesnot condemnand
discard them but ask them
to repent and come back.
Thechurch of Smyrnaand
Philadel phiafollowed the
words of the Lord and
pleased Him. These
churches can be good

N

models and examples
even today forms. Let
us not be reckless and
unwiseto beignorethe
church which is the
price of His Blood.

Importance in the
use. Thelocd assembly
is compared to the
goldenlampstandinthe
Scripture (Rev 1:20,
2:1). TheLampisused
to give light. Jesus
Christ is the Light of
the World (John 8:12).
The risen Lord is the
leader of the church.
EPH1:23"....... Who
created all things by
Jesus Christ . To the
intent that now unto the
principalitiesand power
in heavenly places
might be known by the
church the manifold
wisdom of God (Eph
3:9,10,11). The world
should get the light of
Gospel through the
Local Assembly. We
who have been called
fromthedarknesstothe
marvelouslight should
walk in the light
(1Peter 2:9, Eph 5:9-
10, Matthew 5:14-16).
Only aloca assembly
cangivelighttoaplace
whichisengulfed by the
darkness of sin and
trespasses. In Matthew
5:14-16 we can seethe
uses of lamps 1. It
giveth unto al that are
inthehouse. 2. Let your
light so shine before
man. The local
assembly is a spiritual
family and themembers
of that should get light
fromit. Thisis a very
important use of the
Local Church.

Family is an
institution started by
GodanditisHisplanto
have children in the
family. Children should
not comeout of thewed
lock. It is the heritage
and values of the sole
provisionthat theLord
has made to bring the
lost souls to Christ is
theLocal assembly and
it is the place where

(contd. to page 3
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Editorial

POWER MONGERS

When the UPA government completed four yearsand two months,
It went through aconfidence resolution and overcameit after afear
of dissolution. The Manmohan Singh government can go forward
with the atomic treaty. But the bad influence of money and the
illegal involvement of great leaders inside and behind had pasted
black markson Indian politics. In the beginning atomic treaty was
the bone of contention but towardsthe end it becameafight for the
existence and dissolution of government. The leftist can oppose
the American foreign policy and can worry about the India’s open
policy. But if they are using the atomic treaty for their popularity
and vote, it is against the principles. Accession to the power and
authority of political principlesand play any role by hook or crook
for existence is not the agenda of this political party. But it isto
keep commitment, honesty and sincerity towards non-secularity and
morality. A government setup is very important for the well being
of the society. But thiswill changeall ways. The government policy
can change according to the social system. Even the government
which aim at the well being of the society normally end up in
autocracy. The centralization of power isthe mandate of autocracy.
Tsar Emperors- Hitler, Joseph Stain - turned upside down thevalues
became autocracy. Suppression and submission are the outcome
of autocracy.

The kings, subjects, landlords and intermediates, owners and
slaves, masters and subordinates all work under a set up of power.
The character of the autocratic ruleisto bring othersunder control.
The autocracy isnot only in political and social set up but asoin
religious set up. Today even though there are some changesin Papal
power, the history testifies the suppressed rule and cruelty of the
Catholic Church. We can point out many examples from past and

present, the use of religious power to gain wealth and worldly
pleasures. Even though people are aware of the false teachings of
thereligion, they find new formulae and submitstoit for they believe
itfor thesafer side. Thisbelief of the people strengthen thereligion.

Many kingsof Israel misused the power and they suffered for it.
Jeroboam was lifted from the dustbin to the kingdom of Isragl. So
he planned many wrong waysto sustain it. Instead of worshiping a|
God who delivered them from the slavery of Egypt with His great
power and stretched hand, and he encouraged the people to worship
in Samariagodsmadeby hi for thefear of loosing power. Hethought
that the mind of his people will go to Rehoboam. So he made two
calvesof gold and said to the people, it istoo much for you to goto
Jerusalem. Hereare your Gods of Isragl which brought you up from
theland of Egypt. And he setup onein Bethel and the other in Dan.
Now thisthing becameasinfor the people. Hisdeedsfor the power
lead the next generation of kings of Isragl to commit worsesins.

Eveninthelifeof new testamental believers, who claminterna
and external holiness, thesetype of desirefor power isthere. If we
examinethoroughly all the Societies, Trustsand Committeesamong
the brethren we can see this type of autocracy there also. Getting
into all committee and activities, admitting their own children and
relativesinit to keep their position safe. All theseworksarelikethe
work of Jeroboam. Some of them are in the committee for years
and years. Some of them are away from the activities because they
lost their loved positions. But now listen to the word of our Lord -
‘My kingdomisnot of thisworld, If My kingdom were of thisworld,
My servantswould fight.” If Hiskingdom isnot of thisworld, why
we should fight for it?. Let us bow down and do His service by
submitting ourselvesin Hisarms. Jose Philip

thefreesalvation tothe
world for which | spend
nothing but Lord had
spent much, free the
poor prisonersfromthe
prison of darkness, open
the eyes of the blind,
pray for and encourage
those who are revived
spiritually, have a
vision of new life at the
life of evil doers, look
to the marvelous work
of God’'s mercy,
strengthen the weak
sheeps, look after the
vineyard of our Lord,
bring back the straying
sheeps, comfort the
mour ner sof zion, above
all keep the fellowship
in the work of the
Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. (obliged to
Lord’s servant Bro.
Noel) How great this
work idl Itisaroya work.
In(Psa2:8) weread“ Ask
of me, and | shall give
the heathen

thineinheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the
earth thy
possession.” But we are
not possessing it. With
onemindandoneamonly
we can possessit.

As peace, happiness,
security, law and order and

(The work & Workers........contd. fm page 1)

the mind of equality are
disappeared from this
crudl world, wehaveto do
Lord’ swork immediately.
L et the burden about the
perishing soul shall avake
us. Our Saviour istelling
uslikeElijahto Elisha
But what ishappening
among us. Many ‘works
aregoing on. Now aday
it is known as different
type of ‘ministry’. But a
Levite a blessed person
during the time of law
stayed in the tabernacle
did his duties, never
entered in to the outside
matters, without any
inheritance with the
gentiles and he counted
Jehovah as his
inheritance. But at the
time of Judges we see a
Levite representative; he
departed from God and
went to the city of
BethleheminJudahonhis
way to find a place to
sojourn. A if any one ask
him, hisanswer wasclear
‘lamonmywaytofinda
place to
sojourn’ (Judges17:8,9,10)
God selected people
through Abraham and
sedled themfor Him. And
theGod of Abraham, |saac

and Jacob became their
inheritance. Jacob was
named as Israel by God.
Hewasdividedintolsrad
tribes. And Almighty God
isknown asthe*Holy one
of Israd’. AndHeistheir
inheritance. He elected
Levites for His service.
This is the law. But in
Judgesl7:9weseeaman
against thislaw.

Therearemany people
forgets their call and
election. Even though
they are aware of the
mighty work entrusted
upon them, they run away
from the direction and
looking out tofind aplace
to sojourn. For them their
own desireistheir work.
Now adaystherearemany
Micah who are ready to
consecrate these people.
They find their own place
of work, they justify
themselves without
finding God'swill. These
type of work is are
increasing today. But the
work for theglory of God
isvery less. Dear children
of God just think about it.
Who has given them the
authority to exceed the
boundary of God? Isthe
work to be done

according to their own
will and convenience? Is
theevangelist ajudge or
an intermediate person or
a marriage broker etc?
Remember! the coming of
our Lord isvery near. SO
be serious and do the
work of God accordingto
Hiswill. Let the name of
our God be glorified by
our work. Please
remember that thisagreat
rewarding job. Theprime
responsibility of an
evangelist isto share the
gospel with the sinners.
Basically his ministries
should be in and outside
the church. But many are
not seen outside the
camp. But in 2Tim2:15
Paul saysthat * Bediligent
to present yourselves
approved to God , a
worker who does not
need to be ashamed
rightly dividing theword
of truth’. Andin 4:5 we
read that ‘But you be
watchful in all things,
endure afflictions, dothe
work of an evangelist,
fulfill your ministry’.
Dear children of God
where we stand? We are
not supposed to stand at

the doorstep of Micah for
help and support. Arewe
sitting around the
insoluble assembly
problems?1f we haveany
vengeance give it to the
hands of God asweread
in Jer11:20. Jeremiah is
anexampleto us.

L et us come back and
walk in the straight path
and athorough changein
our life. Let every believer
pray that this should
happen in me first. We
should not be like that
Levite. We are called for
Hismighty work. Beready
to work where ever He
sendsus. If thereisawill
there is a way. Apostle
Paul isour pioneer and a
good example Godiswith
us. When we stand before
God, shall we stand with
an empty hand? It should
not happento us. Harvest
IS more but workers are
less. Let usbear seedsand
sow in tears. And we ,
doubtless, will bring the
sheaves with rejoicing.
Thus we will sing new
songsinHeaven. May God
helpusforthis MIGHTY
WORK.
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YMEF NEWS

Punjab campaign beginsafter thesummer. By thegrace
of theLord and withthe prayersof thesaintsall over wewere
ableto cover devendigtrictsof the Punjab state. God hasgiven
us a chance to share gospel to thousands of Punjabi. Some
were ableto buy New testamentsand Biblesand afew were
ableto dedicatethemselvesto the Lord. Thusweexperiencea
mixed responsefromthevillagers. Itisour prayer that many
may come to the Lord and new assemblies formed. The
campaign was suspended for three months because of the
scorching heat of the sun. A team under brother K C Simon has
left to start the work. The campaign thus got akick of from
August 1, 2008 in the Sangaroor District. Many districtsin
Punjab do not have our assembliesor evangelists.

Wereguest our dear saintstofor thesmooth functioning
of theteam. We need drivers, cooksand the peopletowork in
theteam. Thosewho wish tojoin may kindly contact Br.P T
John. Telephone Number 0485 2274330 or 9447289800.
Thosewho wish to providefinancial assistance may kindly
forward it Br. C J Philip, Chakkalackal, Manjummal,
Udyogamandal, Ernakulam, 683501. Chequesand draftsmay
bedrawninfavour of Y M E F (North Division) Trustto SBT
or UBI inAngamaly. Please continueto pray for thisministry.

A D James, Secretary.
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Doweignorethesign boards?

We all are travellers.
During our journey, we
see lots of warning boards
on the road. All those are
for the safety of the
travelers. But for the
people those who avoid
those boards, their end will
be a great disaster. It had
occurred in the past and is
happening today too. But
still people are moving
forward without giving
any importance to this.
Just as the life is moving
very fast, likewise the
chances of accident is
also speeding up. But if we
obey the warning boards
and continue our journey,
we will surely reach the
destination even if we are
little late.

A quoting wasasked to
be placed as a warning
board for a railway gate
where there was no
watchman. The advertise-
ment wasin such away that
the owner of the warning
board will receive 2500
dollars. The quotethat was
selected from the received
wordswaslikethis* (Stop-
Look-Listen)”.The price
of a single word is 833
dollars. But there is no
value for these words for
the person who disobeys
it. Likewise how many
accidents had been
occurred in roads and
railway lines. Lotsof lives
have been lost since they
didn’'t consider the life's
burden. But those warning
boards are till therein its
place as before. Those
warning boards are
silently declaring that your
lives are precious.Thereis

no point in ssmply writing
the boards. Those who
obey the signs can save
themselves from
accidents.

There are many
warnings in the Scripture
for a God's child to make
his journey easy who is
traveling through various
circum- stances of
christian life. There are
many warningsintheBible
which is necessary for
those who pass through
narrow ways, tough times,
people  who have
encountered both good and
bad times, peoplewho have
faced Satan’s direct and
indirect attacks, to those
who are fed up with the
various difficult situations
in life's journey. But these
words are utter foolishness
to those who are lost.
These words are recorded
in the Scripture to make
God’s children more
courageous, not to face any
problems in Christian life
and to overtake the
difficulties very easily. We
can see many peopleinthe
scripture who didn’'t
consider these words and
ends up in total failure.
Those are warnings for us.
Dear brethren, if we Stop-
Look and Listen the
warnings that the God has
given in the Bible, we can
easily reach our
destination without any
accidents. May the God
help us during the coming
days.

Ignorance closes the
door of blessing.

TVS
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Sathgamagamaya TV Talk Show Programme
People channel of Kairai’sNews Channel
All Fridays(Malayalam) 4.30-5.00 p.mM. Monday 6.30-7.00 @.M.ZeeJagran TV (Hindi)

(The importance of local assembly.......contd. fm page 12_
they haveto get spiritual nourishment and growth. Many countrieshavetried to

bring up abetter generation by giving them better education and standard life by
keeping the children away from house in hostels. But those countries did not
succeed in their purpose. Not only that those nations are no more on the face of
the earth. TheNavodayaeducation systemisare of that type. Someof thebelievers
of our fold are also very happy to send their children to such schools without
realizing the consequences.

Thespiritual kidscan acquire spiritua growth only through the spiritua family
(Colo 2:19). The spiritual growth of alocal assembly can be evaluated only on
the basis of the spiritual growth of the believersin that assembly (Acts 9:31).
Ignoring the importance of the local assembly and its effectiveness will affect
the growth of theassembly (Rev 3:1).

What istheresult of light?*“ For yewhere sometimes darkness, but now areye
light of the Lord, walk aschildren of light. For thefruit of thespiritin all goodness
and righteousness and truth (Eph 5:8,9) We the children of God could be ableto
enjoy the goodness each other. Our love to one another is the testimony for
discipleship (Jn 13:35) and we haveforgive each other (Col 3:12, 13). Let your
moderation beknownuntoal men.TheLordisat hand ....... And the peace of
God which purseth all understanding (PHip 4:5-7). Therelations of the believers
liketherelation between the members of abody and we are expected to reveal it
totheworld. “ And the multitude of them that believerswere of one heart and of
onesoul ...... (Acts4:32).

Everything was common and nobody counted it to be personal. What we see
in the Church of Jerusalem is the warm fellowship that we can enjoy and
experiencein alocal assembly. No other institution or organization could never
offer such fellowship.

Thelight of thelamp thelocal assembly should be shineto thosewho are
outside. Evangelization is the most important responsibility of the assembly.
The Groom of the assembly will not be pleased in an assembly that cannot fulfil
thisresponsibility. In 1Peter 2.9 weread“......... that ye should shew forth the
praises of himwho hath called you out of darknessin to hismarvellouslight”.
Gospel cannot be gospel if we will not speak of Hislove ‘ Agape’ and mercy.
Those who spread the gospel should live worthy of the Gospel. “Only let your
conversation (manner of life) bean if becometh the gospel of Christ. Philippians
1:27. Thosewho display theloveand mercy of the Lord through their life should
only preach the gospel. Evangelization will befruitful only inthose placeswhere
the saints of that assembly displaysthese through their lives. Evangelizationis
the obedience to the Great commission given by our Lord. We can see five
important thingsin that Great Commission. 1. BeawitnessActs1:8, 2. Goand
Preach Mark 16:15 3. Teach and Make DisciplesMatt28:18-19, 4. Baptize
Matt 28:19, 5. Feed the Flock Jn 21: 15-17. Only a local assembly can
efficiently carry out His commission.

If we do evangelization according to our will and pleasure and then way
we pleasethem the Lord will not be pleased init. We are supposed to follow the
Apostolic model and thefirst century assembly’sexample. Thiswe can continue
up to rapture.

111. Thelmportance of theL ocal Church in Eternity

Local assembly is atemporary institution in this world. The believers
should dwayshavethe desireto in the Christ departing from thisworld. We have
to witness to the world with this great desire. The Lords Table is to be taken
under theresponsibility of alocal assembly. Asweek after week wetakepartin
thebreaking of bread; We are renewing our hope and declaring that the Lordis
coming. All the organization are temporal in nature. So they wish to havetheir
roots run deep in to the earth here itself. The hope of the assembly is eternity
with the Groom. If so then we do not have to worry about our permanent
settlement. It is sheer faithlessness when we are trying to stop the heavenly
institution on the earthly standards and moulds. The features and factors of the
organizationsformed by manisnot at al apt for thisheavenly ingtitutions. Church
iIsnot an organization but it isan organism based on the scripture.

Those saints who are victorious in witnessing the Lord through their
assemblies will be honoured by theGroom. The study of the victorious of the
seven assemblies in the book of Revelation. Chapters 1 & 2 is so apt here and
meaningful here. They are honoured in eternity. A few years of the successful
Chrisgtianlifein alocal assembly will enable them to have the honour revealed
through out the eternity. What a great and wonderful thing! From this we can
understand the importance of thisinstitution.

Themembersof alocal assembly (thosewho areredlly saved only) should
understand that to what agreat position we have brought. So we haveto carry out
theresponsbilitiesof thelocal assembly carefully and diligently, which aregiven
tousby theMaster. If we do ignore thisimportant thing then we have be ashamed
at the judgment seat of Christ. Then wewill not get timeto correct ourselves. If
we can repent and turnto Christ then we shall be happy. Then God will be gracious
torevea Hisglory through and Hisnamewill be glorified through us. May
namebeglorified.

His
<o




