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YOUTH

REAL OR COUNTERFEIT

We are living in a world of counter-
feits —fake currency, fake gold, fake
pearls, fake diamonds and all
else. The sad part is that we have
fake disciples too. My intention in
this write up is to ask my young
friends to look into their lives and
see if they are true disciples or
pseudo ones.

The Bible is crystal clear concern-
ing the evidences of new birth. If
you profess to be a believer these
evidences have to be seen in your
life too. You may have testified to
your salvation, you may be bap-
tized and in church fellowship, but
if you are not led by the spirit of
God in your daily life (Rom 8:14)
and if you do not have a genuine
interest in the things of God, then
you need to tremble.

If the Spirit of God has dealt with
you at some pointin your life and
brought you to aconsciousness
of sin, righteousness and judg-
ment, to find salvation in Jesus
Christ, then:

You will believe wholeheart-
edly that Jesus is the Christ (1 John
5:1). You will not look to other reli-
gions and say there may be some
means of salvation there too.
(John 14:6; 1 Tim 2:5; Acts 4:12).
There may be times when doubts
creep in, but the word of God will
reassure you to Christ.

You will love God wholeheart-
edly (1John 5:1, Mathew 22:38). The
things of God will be more impor-
tant to you — there’ll be no need for
others to compel you to go to
church, the youth meeting or the
prayer meeting — your life will be
characterized with a thirst for the

things of God.

You will have genuine love for
those around — the believing and
the unbelieving world (I John 4:7).
You will love not only those who
love you; you will strive to love
those who hate you. You will will-
ingly forgive all those who have hurt
or done you wrong.

Obeying the commands of God
will be an easy thing for you (I John
2:3, 4; 5:3). You will not find them a
burden. They will be the rules you
live by!!

You will have a longing for a
righteous life (I John 2:29). Cheat-
ing people, copying in the exams,
speaking half truths, engaging in
more serious offenses, etc. will not
be in your agenda. Every sin com-
mitted will keep you restless, until
you have settled it with the Lord.

Habitual sinning is not your
way of life. Sin no more rules you
because you are now its master.
You are able to deal with it while it
is still in the embryo stage (I John
3:9; Rom 6:14).

You are able to say ‘No” to all
temptations because you are an
over-comer (I John 5:4). The world,
the flesh and the devil will tempt
you but they will fail to trap you. You
are able to overcome the lure of
the cinema, the TV, wrong friend-
ships and worldly lusts.

You keep guarding your life
from all that is evil. You don't live
carelessly. You shut the doors to
all that leads you to ungodliness (I
John 5:18). If going one way
causes you to sin, you take another
route. If reading a novel causes

you to sin, you throw it away!!

Please take a while to introspect
- Where do you stand my friend as
the scriptural check-list for a born
again person is before you? Are
you sure you are bound for
heaven? Are the evidences listed
here seen in your life? If not, you
need to tremble! You need to
humble yourself and ask the Lord
to speak to your heart. The first
step to new birth happens when
the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin,
righteousness and condemna-
tion. The second step is when
you repent, turn to Christ, and
believe that He and He alone can
save you. The third step is yield-
ing your lifeto him, inviting Him to
comein, dwell and take over. You
are not saved because you desire
to be saved or because you re-
peated a prayer someone asked
you to repeat after him/her. The
work of salvation is a miracle that
God alone can do. If that miracle
has taken place in your life you will
walk the narrow path, having en-
tered in through the strait gate. If
you say you have entered in
through the strait gate and are liv-
ing as if you are walking the broad
way (Math 7:13,14) — there’s no
doubt you are bound for eternal
hell!!! Don’t be misled because
you profess to be a believer. Re-
pent for now is the time — Seek the
Lord and cry unto Him for salva-
tion. Make sure you are a true dis-
ciple, not a counterfeit one!! If any-
one is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation, old things are passed away,
behold all things are become new
(2 Cor. 5:17)!

— Betty John Kurian
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