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TRAINING...TRAINING...
UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND

“God, why this has happened to
me?”, we are prone to ask this
guestion in the midst of adverse
circumstances. Whenever suffer-
ing comes our way, our equilibri-
um is disturbed and we pour out
words of impatience in the pres-
ence of God. God allows failure,
suffering and disturbances in our
lives to renew our strength, make
us wiser, humbler, holier, and in-
terdependent. When we accept
whatever God allows in our life, we
will see that “All things work togeth-
er for our good” (Rom 8:28). We
will be able to say as Job said
“Shall we indeed accept good
from God, and shall we not accept
adversity?” (Job 2:10).

The biographies and autobiogra-
phies of God’s men sketched in
the scripture prove substantially
that no one has escaped the “Dis-
cipline of failure”. As children of
God, we are given spiritual gifts at
the time of salvation. These gifts
can be developed only when they
are used. For profitable use we
need training. We need to learn
lessons from the school of God.

Moses got God’s certificate as
“The meekest man on earth”. This
was after a long period of training
- 40 years in the royal court of Egypt,
another 40 years as a lonely shep-
herd in exile in the wilderness, and
a final 40 years as the leader of a
stiff-necked nation. In Judges 3:1-
4, Deut 8:2, we also see that the
failure of Israel led the nation to a
discipline of 40 years in the wil-
derness.

Through a series of unpleasant
circumstances, an amazing train-
ing was given by God to Joseph

so that he could become the ad-
ministrator of food distribution for
the famine-stricken lands of the
Middle East. God delivered him out
of all his troubles and gave him
favor and wisdom in the presence
of Pharaoh to become Governor

of Egypt.

Elijah got training at Cherith,
Sarephat and Carmel. At Carmel
he stood firmly for God in his faith,
but then he had to flee from the
wrath of Queen Jezebel. In the
midst of his adversity we see a
weary, depressed, weak and fee-
ble man sitting down under a
broom tree and praying “It is
enough! Now! Lord; take my life”.
God did not answer this prayer,
because He still had some tasks
for Elijah to fulfill. God provided him
nourishment and with that strength
he walked 40 days until he met
God at Horeb. The man who
prayed to be taken away was in-
deed taken away without seeing
death.

Daniel got the testimony from God
- “greatly beloved” (Daniel 9:23.
10:9). This came only after his
stand for the Lord was tested. For
this he had to go through a series
of events. He finished his training
successfully. What about David?
Failures, wars, hatred from Saul...
all made him to acquire the testi-
mony as a man after God's own
heart (Acts 13:22).

Paul too was in no way different.
The scholar and philosopher stud-
ied at the feet of Gamaliel. He
made havoc of the church, going
from house to house, dragging
men and women, handing them
over to prison. Eventually he stud-

ied at the feet of Christ, as he
passed through sufferings and tri-
als. He was stoned, chained, beat-
en, shipwrecked, spent time often
in sleeplessness, weariness, toil,
hunger and thirst. In the midst of it
all, he stood firmly for Christ and
wrote many epistles. He learnt the
great lesson that nothing could
separate him from the love of
Christ. At the close of his life he
could boldly say, “I have fought the
good fight, | have finished the race,
| have kept the faith” (2 Tim 4.7,
8).

The Psalmist says in 119:71, “It is
good for me that | have been af-
flicted, that | may learn your stat-
utes”. Heb 12:11 says, “No chas-
tening seems to be joyful for the
present, but grievous, neverthe-
less, afterwards it yields, the
peaceable fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by
it!”

Dear friends, we may be feeble,
failing and worthless people in the
sight of men, but God has count-
ed us as “the excellent of the
earth”. When we lack the strength
to continue standing up for the
Lord’s interest, He either chang-
es the situations or gives us
strength to cope with it. The Lord
can bring good to His people out
of any evil. How comforting is the
assurance that in the midst of this
changing world, with its changing
politics and its changing moral
and religious principles, the be-
liever in Christ has an unchange-
able God! A God who works all
things for our good!!

— Anie Babu Neyveli
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