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The Necessity of Law at Homes

Honouring Parents

If a group of people should live
together in harmony, they need to
have laws to abide by. Each one in
the group should adhere to those
rules and regulations. This is not
only true for a community; it is also
true for a family or a nation.

The first four of the Ten Com-
mandments lays down rules of our
duty to the Almighty. This is to say
that God has to be given the first
priority in our duty and life. If we
place God in the center of our life,
we can never go wrong. The sec-
ond rule which the ten Command-
ments lays down is our duty to our
parents. ‘Honor your father and
mother, so that your days may be
prolonged in the land which the
Lord your God gives you (Exodus
20:12)', the rule is clear and needs
no explanation! The Old Testament
is very stern about this. Among the
ancient Greeks, there was so much
emphasis on children’s duty to their
parents, that a son who did not
support his parents when and
where it was needed, could be put
in prison and heavily fined.

We ought to honour our parents
for two reasons :-

First and foremost, we owe
them our very lives. Our parents are
God’s provision for us in order to
lead us in the right path, protect us
and care for us as long as God
permits. We ought to show our
gratitude and respect to those
grand individuals to whom we owe
our lives.

Secondly, if we are journeying
along a path which is dangerous,
the best way would be to take ad-
vice from people who have jour-
neyed along that road before, as
they know the pitfalls and dangers
that lie ahead.

Apostle Paul has pointed out
the same thought in the book of
Colossians and expanded the prin-
ciple in the other passages. We
have no authority to ignore any part
of scripture. We need to consider
the scripture as a whole and not
select and expound verses here
and there. The command to honour

our father and mother is the only
one of the Ten Commandments
which has a promise connected to
it. Honouring our parents, (Paul
repeats this promise) directs us to
a longevity of life on the face of the
earth. This certainly should encour-
age us to obey this commandment
and fulfill our duty to our parents.
To obey your parents is to obey
God. If we are going against our
parents, we need to first do some
serious soul searching.

Honouring our parents is the
easiest of all commandments. It is
easy to obey because it is natural
to act in that way. This command-
ment is as if it were built into the
very structure and fibre of our hu-
man life. This is not a command-
ment that we find only in the Bible.
There never has been a society
where this order of life was not ac-
cepted as binding. If we examine
Greek history, we will find among
the ancient Greeks that there was
so much emphasis on children’s
duty to their parents; that a son who
did not support his parents when it
is required, should loose his right
as a citizen. The Greeks believed
that honouring parents was part of
the basic duty of every citizen of the
state. Anyone who has good par-
ents and does not realize the duty
of honouring them is evidently an
unnatural person.

If we take into consideration the
faults in the life of children, ingrati-
tude is the ugliest and most hurt-
ing. Considering the great trouble
they have undertaken to bring up
their children, every parent is wor-
thy of receiving honour and grati-
tude. Therefore to honour our par-
ents is prime and a matter or prin-
ciple of common sense. They have
already journeyed along the paths
of life before us, and therefore they
know the dangers and perils which
may approach us everyday. For a
travel to an unfamiliar place, a map
and guide book is helpful to an ex-
tent. Parents are the best guide
map available for a child. It is the
solemn duty of a parent to give apt
advice wherever or whenever that
is required. Their solemn words of
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advice are not authority of any kind
but it is wisdom for their experi-
ence. The individuals who abstain
from listening to the voice of expe-
rience will bring in devastations for
themselves throughout their life.

Napolean on one occasion re-
fused to listen to the voice of expe-
rience of a subordinate. Napolean
assigned himself to invade Rus-
sia during extreme winter. He was
warned by experienced military
guards that there were signs of
extreme winter coming in. He did
not take heed and his grand army
was defeated. His refusal to the
advice ended in trouble.

We honour our parents by lov-
ing them and by showing them we
love them. We honour our parents
by doing the things which bring
pleasure and pride to them. Noth-
ing pleases parents better than to
see their children do well.

There is one thing left to be
noted. Jesus once said, “"He who
loves his father and mother more
than me is not worthy of me”. Loy-
alty to our Lord Jesus Christ can
clash with the deepest and the
greatest loyalty in life. We must
demonstrate our gratitude to our
parents and listen to their voice of
experience. We should honour
them by loving them and by show
we love them thorugh our actions;
But, remember, the greatest loyalty
and fidelityof all is to honour Jesus
Christ our Lord and Saviour.

Finally, here are some reasons
to obey our parents - Obedience
adorns the Gospel. (Titus 2:9,10),
It is evidenc of a changed life. (2
Cor 5:17), it testifies to the truth of
our faith (Math 5:17), leads to pros-
perity (Psalms 25:12,13), leads to
peace of conscience (Acts 24:16),
and is forerunner everlasting life.
(Romans 6:22). -

V.M. Thomas, Ernakulam.
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North India Bible Institute, Alwar

Offers two years Diploma programme and three years B.Th. Degree
to young men who have a definite call for ministry. Provides free
boarding and lodging to selected candidates.

Next session commences from July - 2008

Quialification for Diploma -
Qualification for B.Th.

Metric or Equalent
- 10+2 or Diploma

Filled Application should be reached latest by 15th March 2008.

Contact for Application & Prospectus -
Director - N.1.B.l, 148, Lajpat Nagar, Alwar - 301 001,

Phone : 0144-2336249, E-mail :

nibi_awr@msn.com.

Brethren Bible Institute, Pathanamthitta

ADMISSION NOTICE

Application are invited from born again, baptised and dedicated bachelors who are 17 and
above for admission to the following courses commencing from 3rd May 2008.

1. B.Th. Programme

BBI offers a three year Bachelor of Theology programme in English medium. In excep-
tional cases Plus Two failed candidates also will be considered for this courses.

2. P.G. Programmes

BBI offers a two year residential Master of Divinity (M.Div.) programme and a four year

residential Master of Theology (M.Th.)

Prospectus and application forms can be had from the Registrar, Brethren Bible Institute,
P.O. Box 46, Pathanamthitta, Kerala, India - 689 645 by paying rupees 50 by means of
M.O. Prospectus and Application forms can be down loaded from our web site
www.bbipta.com. The last date for submitting the application is April 5, 2008.

- M.T. George, Secretary.
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