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LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE OF GOD

When the gospel was preached in Acts 2, it brought forth a

tremendous response. About 3000 souls received the news with
gladnessand believed in a crucified, risen Saviour . So thework of
theHoly Spirit of God through the“foolishness of preaching” (1Cor.
1:21) had commenced.

This first church at Jerusalem became the pattern to all the
churches which would be planted in Judea, Samaria, and to the
uttermost partsof the earth. Paul, writing to Thessalonica, says, “Ye

brethren, became followers of the churches of God in Judea’. So
the principlesand practices established wereto befollowed in every
church until its witness on earth is finished at the coming of our
Lord.

The pattern that was set at Jerusalem when they received the Word
was to make their confession of faith public in baptism. Then they
were committed to the apostles doctrine, fellowship, breaking of

bread, the prayers. What joy marked these saints even in severe

persecution as they allowed the truths of Scripture to enrich their
hearts. Onething, however, became effective and grow, eldershad to
be appointed.

God in Hiswisdom has seen fit to put theleadership of Hispeople

into the care of aplurality of men. Let usconsider afew thingswith
regard to thisvery important rolein thelocal church.
The Recognition of Elders

There arethose who say that because there are no apostlesin the
Church today, elders cannot be recognized in apublic way. Others

affirmthat it isup to each individual to recognizethe elder that they
think fulfills the part. However, while there are no apostles today,

the authority for elders comes from their doctrine which isin the

Word of God.

Paul establishesthat eldershadto bein every city and Acts 14:23,
(contd.. to page 2..)

THE GATHERING OF THE ASSEMBLY AND WORSHIP

Y.Ezekid

The gathering of saints reveals the church. And it is the main
function of the church. If thereisno gathering thereisno church. In
that respect the knowledge about a church should be correct.

In Acts 20:7 we see that the disciples came together to ‘ break
bread’. But it does not mean that gatherings are only for breaking
bread. If so, there is no mention about the cup. It is ashort form
usagefor thegathering. Both bread and wineareincluded there. That
isvery important.

In 1 Cor 11:17,18 apostle Paul clearly clarifies the meaning of

‘breaking of bread’. In chapter 12 to 14 he mentioned about the
spiritual giftsand brethren fellowship. In chaper 13 he exhortsthree
things which are greater than the spiritual gifts, that is Faith, Hope

and Love(charity). And, out of these greatest ischarity.
In chapter 14 he dictates how to utilize the spiritual gifts, which

was the practice of the churchinthefirst centuary. But now adays
people adulterated theword of God. But we should understand the
order and submit each other asatrue gathering. In other wordsthe

Lord’'s Table and word ministry are inseperable parts of worship.
Lord’ s Tableisthe crown of theworship.

Wor ship:- What isworship and what isnot worship ? Oneshould
know this. According to some peopleall ministriesareworship. They
say, ‘funeral-worship’, ‘ baptism-worship’, ‘wedding-worship’ etc.

(contd.. to page 4.)

Y.M.E.F. GENERAL CAMP

Theministriesunder theauspicesof the General Y M EFisgoing
smoothly. A youth camp for the young brethren of our assemblieswascon-
ductedin 2007 at K ottarakkara. Many attended and wasablessing for the

young.

The Generd Campisconducted onceinevery twoyears. All theY
M E Fdivisionsjointogether to conduct thecamp. Thisyear it will take
place, God willing, from 9th September 2008 to 13th September at the
Holiday Home, Kumily. We are expecting six hundred or even morein-
matesfor thecamp. As per the previousdecision of the General Commit-
tee nofixed feesisingtituted. Wewant the economically backward alsoto
attend the camp. Themain speakersare Varghese Kurian, Sgjeev Varghese,
Jose Mankudy, ChandapillaPhilip, K Biju. Different programmeisplanned
for the general spiritual edification of those who attend the camp. Bible
Classes, Charater Studies, Missionary Mesting, Open Air etc. arethemain
programmes.

We request our brethren back in the various parts of theworldto
pray for thisministry and giveahand for itssuccess. Would you liketo send
agift? Then please send tothe General Y M EF, Catholic Syrian Bank
Kovoor, Kozhikoduto Br. Paul P Skariah, A/9, Vrindavan Housing Colony,
Chevayoor P O, Kozhikodu. FOR MORE INFORMATION:-

Sabu Mathew (Secretary) Telephone No. 04868 270281

(continuation)

JESUS THROUGH SAMARIA

When the samaritan woman realised that JesusisMessias, it occurred a
great changein her. Sheleft thewaterpot without drawing water and shouted
that shemet apersonwhoisChirgt. Sheleft thenaturd water whichwill be
dried up andinsufficient for quenching thethirst. But shebecameastream
of living water. Shewasjustifying her sinful life before, but now sheis
repending sinceMessiasknowsall about her.

Paul realised that hewasfirst among thesinners. Thisknowledge made
Paul to go to Arabiaby counting all hisbelongingswereunworthy. The
history of many God'’s people who left their good jobs, bank deposits,
property and position are acceptable examplesto us. But now peopleare
belittling the servantsof Lord.

Now Gehazisare morerespected in the church than Elishawho rejected
thegiftsof Naaman. Isit possibleto changethisattitude?. May bethese
arethesignsof endtime. Dear children of God, don’t bediscouraged. The
Samaritan woman had done agood job that Nicodemus couldn’t do. Let
usdo our work which God had entrusted upon us before we depart from
thisworld. (.....tobecontinued)

Y.M.E.F. South Division

Kottarakkara
Theannua General Body mesting and Executiveof theY MEF (SD) will be
held on 28th June 2008 at 10 am. inthe TMM Chapel.
All teh executive committee membersand general body membersarere-
quested to attend thisvery important meeting prayerfully at theright time.
PT. Abraham Jacob P. Mathew
President Secretary

KARNATAKA CAMPAIGN
Weare pleased toinform our prayer partnersthat the Karnataka Campaign
at Kollegd iscontinuing by the Graceof theLord and your prayers.But we
arelooking for young brotherswho are committed to thework of the Lord
tojointheteam and a so looking for apersonto drivethevehicle, but this
person should haveareal commitment tothe Lord’ sservice.
Thosewho wishto joinmay kindly contact A.J.Oommen, lykkarethu,
Pullad PO. 689 548,Ph. 0469 2660478
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Editorial

“ISIT A TIME TO RECEIVE MONEY, OLIVE YARDS AND VINEYARDS”

king asour saviour.

The question quoted aboveisthe one asked by the prophet Elishato his
servant Gehazi centuriesago. If the prophet weredivetoday, towhomall,
shinninginthe spiritual world, would have he asked thisquestion. Theworld
isfacingthegreatest economic crisesthat it hasever witnessed. If weanadyse
thisglobal destructive criseswefind that it hasnot happened overnight but it
beganyearsago. Thescientific and economic expertsareof theopinion that
the crashin sharemarkets, risein prices, increasing epidemicsevery year,
suicides, starvation deaths etc. arethe symptoms of the disaster into which
theworldisgoingtofall head down.

In other words, recent earth quakes, Iran’sthreatsto Isradl claimingthat it
hasno right to exist on earth, India’ s hot debates over signing the neuclear
ded withtheU.S, and smilar issuesthat are causing restlessnightsamong the
world nations. Wherewill thislead usto? All these proclaimthat itishigh
timeto believethat theworldispaving the path for thearrival of arighteous

Why say more?What ishappeningin the spiritua world? Shocking news
are coming out about the corrupt practicesin the name of spirituality and
divinehedling. Inany religion, itispossibleto befool peopleby coveringup
worldlinessusing spiritudlity, to acertain extent. But“ Hethat Sittethinthe
heavensshall laugh” at the human Gods. Inthefront of God everything are
naked and open. Money isnecessary for the growth and devel opment of

godly activities. But the Master will question usif weearn and spend it
illegally. 1t hasstarted right now. If it beginsin God'shomewhat will be
the case of others? Today trust are mushrooming with theaim of earning
foreignadfor salfishmeans. If theloca authoritieshave begun enquiring
intotheir accountswhat will bethe condition when God enquires?

Therefore, Oh! Thechildren of God, whilethegloba socio-economic
crash leadshuman livesto the path of eternal death, wethosewho are
delivered from the dark hands of death must think whether itisright to
spend croresto buy propertiesfor our own comfort and pleasure. Though
thewords of the prophet were proclaimed centuries ago the day to day
incidences provethat those words stand true even today. The prophet
Elishadid not recelveevenasinglepieasthereward for healing Naaman's
leprosy. But today divine healing hasturned to fund raising campaigns.
Theprophet asked Gehazi “Isit atimeto recelvemoney, oliveyardsand
wineyards’. Thespiritud leaderscompeting even Gehazi rulethespiritua
world today. Let us have the attitude of zacchaeus, “If | have taken
anything fromany man by faseaccusation, | retorehimfourfold”. Lord's
comandmentistofollow Himleaving everything behind. Thosewhofollow
money have never returned. Letit not happentous. Thesearethelast
days. Beware! Let uslead acareful life.

T.V.Simon

(LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE OF GOD....contd fm page 1)

Philippians 1:1, and Titus
1:5 show that they were
evidently recognized. In
1Peter 5:3 we learn that
they are not “lords over
God’s heritage”,
indicating that is not a
dictatorship rule but
through those from
among themselves, not
someone who came in
fromtheoutside. How sad
to see many assemblies
of God’'s people move
away from clear scriptural
leadership by bringingin
men to take over a
“pastoral” position. There
IS nowhere in the New
Testament where saints
aresubject to oneman, but
areinsubjectionto abody
of elders who are
Identified and recogni zed.

The Requirements for
Elders

When we turn to
1Thimoty 3, wehavealist
of essential features that
ought to mark every elder
Inanassembly. First there
hasto beapersona desire
for thework! Peter makes
it clear that it is a
willingness for the task
and not one borne out of
necessity.

In Acts 20:28, Paul
makes it clear that this
work is energised by the
Holy Spirit. The ideal
situation isthat when the
Holy Spirit calls a Man,
there should be apersonal

willingness to fulfil this
very important ministry.
How many have been
exercised but not willing?
How many have been
willing but not exercised?
Here are some persona
gualities: devotion: the
husband of one wife;
deportment : of good
behaviour; disposition:
friendly, hospitable;
disciplined : ruling his
own household well;
doctrinally sound: apt to
teach; diligent: watching
for souls (Heb. 13:17);
dedicated : whose faith
follow (Heb. 13:7)

The Responsibility from
the Elders

Having considered
personal characteristics
of the elders and what
work they discharge in
relation to the assembly,
we now move from the
personal and ook at their
collectivework.

TheLord Jesusin John
10:27 as the Good
Shepherds says, “My
sheep hear My voice, and
| know them, and they
follow Me’. Thework of
the elders has been
likened to shephereds in
their care for the sheep.
One of themost important
aspects of their ministry
isto know the flock--that
is every member in the
assembly. This is where
true spiritual discernment

comeinand eldersshould
be able to observe the
condition of the saints.
Therearemany who have
gone into ‘By-path
Meadow’ who may have
been spared from it .
Shepherd care should see
the commencement of
departure and draw
alongside to help. The
need is great to “weep
with those that weep and
rejoice with those who
rejoice”.

Secondly, the elder
should feed the flock!
Davidinpsam 23:2 says
of his Shepherdthat, “He
maketh metoliedownin
green pastures. He
|leadeth me beside the
still waters’. Dear elders,
are you making sure the
believers are getting
good, wholesome,
spiritual food to keep
them strong and healthy?
Are you substituting
something in your
assembly for “sound
doctrine”’?

Thirdly, theelder inthe
assembly should be
diligent to guard theflock
fromfaseteachers(Titus
1:9) Also in Acts 20:29-
30, where Paul warnsthat
grievous wolves will
comein “not sparing the
flock”, and that men
would arise up from
among themselves,
speaking perversethings.
In the dark and difficult

days in which we live,
eldersneed to beon guard
to protect the saintsfrom
every cold wind of evil
doctrinethat isblowing.

Finally, the elder have
to be an example to thee
flock so that the saint
have confidenceinthem.
The true Shepherd leads
the way and His sheep
follow becausethey know
Hisvoice. What acaming
and assuring effect Hehas
because they have come
to know and trust him.

TheRespect totheElders

There are four things
the assembly is asked to
do in relation to the
elderswho areover them
in the Lord. In Hebrews
13:7; they have to be
remembered for their
rule, ministry, faith, and
manner of life. The
ultimate objective of life
and service was “Jesus
Christ, the same
yesterday today and
forever”.

In Hebrews 13:17, the
saints are exhorted to
obey them. You may not
always agree with their
decisions but remember
they aloneareresponsible
to givean account before
the Lord. You may not
know why they makethe
decisionsthey do because
of confidentiality, but give
them your support and
leave the results with the
Lord. In 1 Timothy 5:17,

they haveto be honoured.
Especially they who
labour in theword and
doctrine. Then in James
5:14, they have to be
called in times of
sicknessfor prayer. What
tremendous support there
IS in times of extreme
need when we can look to
the eldersof theassembly
for intercession before
TheThrone of Grace.

The Reward for Elders

It istrue that often the
role of the elders from a
human perspective can be
a thankless task. When
everything isgoing well,
they receive very little
thanks, but whenthingsgo
wrong, well- you know
what happens! However,
the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give a true
assessment of the service
rendered and will reward
accordingly.

Many an elder has
weathered the storm and
remained faithful through
trying assembly
conditions, but what aday
lies ahead when the
faithful elders will hear
the Saviour say, “Well
done, thou good and
faithful servant ....enter
thou into the joy of thy
Lord".

(Obliged - Counsel)




LATEST NEWSINOURMIDST

Y M EFENEWS

Malappuram

TheMalappuram Y M E F unit has started awork in
Pothuketty with theview of establishingalL oca Assembly. On
May 28, 2008 they conducted an outreach at Chokkad and
held open air meeting at Pookottu Pada. L ater on 20th June
they conducted another outreach at Kaippiniyil. Please continue
to pray for theministry here.

SBSNEWS

Kochi

The SBS Genera desiresto connduct aSpecial Camp
for children who are abroad and are expected on vacation at
the Charakunnu Camp Centrefrom July 30-August 2 of 2008.
The main speakers are Abraham Thomas K ochi, Abraham
ThomasPullad, Albert Sunil, Joy John, Dr. John Abraham, Dr.
Johnson C Philip. Thetheme of thecampis* Seek first the
Kingdom of God”.
For moreinformation Please contact :-
Abraham Thomas Telephone No. 91-9446554645

Trivandrum

By thegrace of theLord the SBSunit of Trivandrumis
functioning smoothly. Therewereableto conduct 37V B S.
Continueto pray for thisministry.
C Sathyadas

NEW ASSEMBLY FORMED
Vellarada
Thebrethren of thisassembly aong with Br. ThomasKurian of
Perooorkada started awork at Amboori near Vellarada. By
thegraceof theL ordthey wereableto start anew assembly
there. Kindly pray for thisnewly started assembly.
Evg. Baby George

UAE BRETHREN CONFERENCE 2008
Godwillingthe 14th Bi Annua conferenceof the UAE Brethren
Assemblieswill beheld on Dec 2, 2008 at the Union Church
premises, Sharjah. Themain speaker isBr. Varghese Kurian.
Thethemeof the conferenceis”But you, O man of God, flee
thesethings...” (1Timothy 6:11)

Convenor:- C M Jacob

UAE SISTERSMEETING
If it pleasesthe Lord, aspecial meeting of the sisters of the
Brethren Assembliesof UAE will beheld on October 11, 2008
at Union Church auditorium. Sis. Leni Jacob will lead the
mesting.
BOOK REVIEW
Wor ship
A smdll book let by Bro. Sunny Thomas Trivandrum dedswith
the subject of worshipisreadily available. Twelve questions
arebeing asked and answered in detail. Thosewho wishto get
acopy pleasecontact. E-Mail- info@sunnythomas.org.
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF EVANGELISTS
Thomas Koshy, 22,Gandhipuram, Dharapuram, Periyar
Dist.,638 656.
VargheseV.M ., Plot No. 32, St. peter’snagar, Ashok nagar,
Awadi, Chennai 600 062
Velayudhan P., Christian Brethren Assly, Thoppukadu,
Kalopatti, Tiruchingodi 637 216.
Vincent J, Thettivilai, Arumana, K.K. Dist., 629 151
WilliamsV.K., PB.No. 49, Theni, 625531

Yohannan K., 79, VOC Nagar, Darapuram Road,
Oddenchatram PO. Dindigal, 624 619.

IN THE VINEYARD

Following isalist of commended evangelistsfor prayer and support. Ontheleft sidethe
names of the assembly and the placeisgiven and on theright side the addresses of the
commended workers.

1. Kasargod Mouveni Brethren Assembly

BintuA, Anchanicka House,
Mouveni,KottamaaP O,
Kasargod 671314

2. Maappuram Thrikkai kuth Assembly George Thomas, Venchadil House,
Thrikkaikuth, Kappil PO,
Vandoor, Malappuram, 679328

3. Idukki Rejakumari Assembly K P George, Kakkuzhiparambil
House, Rgjakumari South PO,

Santhanpara, 1dukki 685619

Baby |saac, Pazhamchirayil,
Kuruppumthara, Manjoor PO,
Kottayam, 686603

R Titus, Brethren Assembly,
Sahayagiri PO,
Kovilkadavu 685620

4. KuruppumtharaBrethren Assembly

5. Idukki Marayur Brethren Assembly

6. AndhraPradesh Visyanagaram Assembly A Prasannakumar,
CloEvgPM Jaison,
Carmel Brethren Church,
5th A PSP PO InadaJn.

Vizianagaram, AP, 535005

PK Varghese, C/o Mandad
BrethrenAssembly,
Mandadu P O, Kalpetta,
Wayanadu 673121

7.Wayanadu Mandadu Brethren Assembly

Presently in Durgapur

Siji Varghese, BibleBhavan,
Subash Pdli,Benachitty,
Durgapur,W Bengd ,713213

Joshy John, Cheruvathoor,
Nazareth Angad,
Nelikunnu, Trissur, 680005

8. Kottarakkara Pulamon Brethren Assembly

9. Trissur Nellikunnu Brethren Assembly

TH THE LORD

3

> *fl
.h,:;;-%ifg

i

Evg. Narayan Paul
Hyderabad

. AnnammaAbraham
Mathiri - 84 (Pennamma-91) -
Trichur Elanthoor Pariyaram

Ravikumar E, Bethesda, 20C East Off Street,Nagercoil, 629001.

Saji David, Christian Prayer Home, 5/145A, Nagamalai, Puthukottai PO., 625 019.

Sam Thomas, Bethesda 7, G House Garden, Opp. Railway Yard, Puthumal pet,
642 146

Samuel K.V., Evergreen Villa, Alakapuram, Salem 636 016.

Samuel N.C., Berach, ITI Thottam, Thumichanpatti, Oddenchatram, 624 619.

Samud S., 67 Jehovah Niss Prayer House, N.P. Nagar, Akoshakulam, Madurai
625 017

Shaji J. Paul, Marikal-Pathy, Tribal village, Sethu madai PO., Pollachi 642 133.

Stanly John, Ebenezer Prayer Hall, 15 Line, 4th Cross Street, Shanmugapuram,
R.S. Palani 624 601.

Stephen P, 7-B-1, Nehru Nagar Extn., Behind CM S School, Ganapathi PO.,
Coimbatore, 641 006.

ThomasP.P., Grace Home, Kolumam P.O., Coimbatore 642 204




( THE GATHERING OF THE

These are not worship, but
different services. Thereis
worship inthe servicesbut
they are not the worship.

Fellowship:- Thisisthe
interaction among the
believers. Thisshould bein
different fields like co-
operation, work together,
financia sharing etc. (Ref.
Gd. 2.9; 10n 1:3,6,7; GA.
6:6-10; Phi. 1.5; 4:15; Rom.
12:13)

Lor'sTable- Theusage
‘break the bread’ denotes,

ASSEMBLY........... contd .from  PAGE 1)

Table can be seen in the
following ref. Matt.26:26-
29; Mark. 14:22-25; Luke.
22:19,20; 1 Cori. 10:16,17;
11:23-31. We break asingle
bread. Not by asingle man
but by us. Wedrink from one
cup not from many cups.
These things we have to
practice.

Prayer:- Inthe gathering
thereis prayer — A prayer of
one accord. (Acts. 4:23-31;
12:5-17; Eph.6:18-20) A
prayer meeting is not atime
If preaching or not atime of

The Church:- Evenif
some members of the
gathering are not present,
the church is there. If
somebody is absent for a
longtime without any
genuine reason, his
membership perishes.
Becausethechurchisthe
gathering of thesaints. So
when a man gets out of
this fellowship, heis out
of the church.

1.Acts11:26 weread,
“Andit cameto passthat
a whole year they

SATGAMAYA TALK SHOW PROGRAMME
In the People's channel of Kairali’s News channel
on al Fridays (Malayalam) 4.30 - 5.00 p.m.

On Mondays: 6.00 - 6.30 am. in C.TV (Hindi)

come together in the church” means when you
gather together. 1 Cori. 14:34 weread “ L et your
women keep silencein the churches’ - that isin
the gathering of saints.

There are many evidencesin the Bible which
proves that the gathering of the saints is the
Church. So if aman continuously get away from
this gatherings then he is not a member the
Church. If somebody is permanently sick, it is
another matter. God will take care of it.

The gathering of the believers is the true
church. Even they disperse from the place, the

Lord's Tebleand WOrship. - o, rijting the gifts. It should  assembled themselves

(Rel, Ao 240 20T1* beagroupprayerwithsingle with the church’. In

11:20 2'0_34 ') ’I o ’th(’a mind. We can give alistof Greek the word

beg.;inn’ing thérewasdaily prayer matters. We can  ‘Ecclesia for church is

worship (Acts. 2:44-47 ) encourageeach other through  gop means the assembly
- " scripture for prayer but it of citizens.

But further weseein Acts.
20:6,7 upon thefirst day of
the week. The command
and order about theLord’s

should be a prayer meeting
and not something else.

2.In 1 Cori. 11:18 we
read that “ when you

THECHILDREN SHOULD LIVE

c% M editateon.?.

No one has understood the unsearchable

greatnessand glory of the AlImighty God.
But the God the Father waswell pleased
to reveal Himself through his son Jesus
Christ. “Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in Him; for
God hath showed unto them for the in-
visiblethings’.

Aswerealisethe Father through
Hisson Hebecomesour Father. So when
achild understands the greatnessof his
Father then thechild hastolivealifeac-
cording to thedignity of thefather. If we
will not do that we will dishonour him
and wewill beleading thelife of apau-
per.

Once there lived an old woman
named Maria. Shefed herself ontheleft
over of others. Her clothes were torn
and untidy. Shelived likeabeggar onthe
street. The neighbourhood thought that
shewas mad and they took her to aluna-
ticassylum. Therethey checked abundle
of clothes which Maria always carried
with her. Inthebundleof old clothesand
other dirty thingsthey found many valu-
able documents. The documents proved
that shewasthe daughter of abillionaire
of lllinois. The neighbourhood

was startled. A wealthy woman led her
lifelikeabeggar. What asad story ! To-
day, those who claim to be the children

ACCORDING TOTHE
GREATNESSOF THE FATHER

of thegreat God do not understand the ex-
ceeding greatness of the creator. Most of
us live like this woman. The sole differ-
ence is that we are not visiting the
Psychartic Centers. The children of God
arethecitizensof heaven. They have noth-
ing to dowith theworld and worldly things.
But itisasad sight to seethat many go be-
hind theworld anditspoliticsfor themere
‘pennies’ they may get. We often forget the
fact that we have been blessed with all the
heavenly blessings. Our God isthe mighty
man of wealth , wealthier than Boaz. He
doesnot want Hischildrentolead alife of
poverty. Toreceive Hisblessingswe have
to bow our knees,instead we are labouring
day and night for thetemporal gainsof this
world. Our God will feel pain in His
heart,when we go behind theworld for the
penniesregardlessof al the heavenly rules
and regulations. We shall be a shame to
Him. Infact we areinsulting the great God.

Dear brethren, Our God is a great
God. Heisthe only onewho is great. Let
us understand his greatness like Apostle
Paul. We should not be mere paupers. Let
uslive according to Hisgreatness and glo-
rify Him through our life, service, words
and deeds. May His name be glorified .
“ Do not forget the fact that christian life
isnot aplayground but abattlefield”

TVS

membershipisthere. Thisvery ideateach usthat
they are the members of that local Church.

(Fromthebook *“Sabhasathyangal)
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