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Editorial

HE SHAW NOT BREAK THE BRUISED REED (I 42:4)
(ARE WE ZEALOTS OR FANATIC?)

Koshy Zachariah

e above passage characterized

the Lord’s ministry in this earth.

“For He shall grow up before Him

as a tender plant and as a root out of a dry
ground” (Is 53:2). Offence was no part of Him;
rather “grace was poured into His lips”. The
Lord did not come to this world to destroy but
to seek and save. He was perfect and gentle
in approach, compassionate and considerate
in His outlook, and He was the One “touched
with the feeling of our infirmities” (Heb 4:15).
He could sympathise with us because He
partook of flesh and blood to know our frame.
Let me quote Mathew Henry. “The
mildness and tenderness with which He should
pursue this undertaking, He shall carry it on,
in silence and without noise. He shall not strive
nor cry. It shall not be proclaimed, Lo, here,
is Christ or Lo, He is there; as when great
Princes ride in progress or make a public entry.
He (the Lord) shall have no trumpet sounded
before Him. The opposition He meets with, He
shall not strive against, but patiently endure the
contradiction of sinners against Himself. His
Kingdom is spiritual and therefore the weapons
are not carnal, nor are its appearance
pompous; it comes not with observation.
Gently and without rigour. Those that are wicked
He will be patient with; when He has begunto
crush them, so that they are bruised reeds,
He will give them space to repent and not
immediately break them; though they are very
offensive, as smoking flax, yet He will bear with
them, as He did with Jerusalem. Those that
are weak, He will be tender of; those that have
but a little life, a little heat, that are weak as a
reed, oppressed with doubts and fears, as a
bruised reed that are as smoking flax, as the
wick of a candle newly lighted, which is ready
to go out again, He will not despise them, will
not plead against them, with His great power,
nor lay upon them more work or more suffering
than they can bear, which would break and

guench them, but will graciously consider their
frame”.

The famous quote, “slow and steady wins
the race” is seldom given heed, when we are
in our quest to win over souls for the Lord. All
of us are not adequately trained or equipped
to be the bearer of light to this world. We are
in a hurry to do all things that are the
insinuations of our fleshly ingeniousness. We
give credence to modern marketing methods
rather than spending considerable time in
prayer and supplication.

To-day, lots of efforts are being done to
sound the gospel to the world. But no one
cares whether such efforts bring offense to
people. Large scale propagation gives the
feeling that foreign money is behind such. The
life style of the evangelists, the lack of
belongingness with the people to whom they
speak of the Lord and the tendency to offend
people through condemning their gods, are all
leading to reaction from the common people in
the form of backlash, term it oppression or
persecution.

Let me reproduce what H.A. Ironside has
to say on this (His commentary on Isaiah 42).
“We are apt to go to extremes; either we do
not like to talk to anyone about their souls or do
any personal work; we pay no attention, no
matter what people may say or do, except to
preach to them from the platform or else we
are inclined to be very obtrusive and self-
assertive and do many things that are hardly in
keeping with that Christian culture which we
ought to manifest.

This passage helped me greatly when |
was a young man. | began my ministry as a
Salvation Army Officer and sixty years ago the
Salvation Army was a mighty power for good
in this country. We used to march the streets
of San Francisco in processions of over 1000
with two or three brass bands and we won
hundreds of souls to Christ, but little by little,
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the organization got away from soul-seeking.
It dwindled down from that and now it is almost
merely a great charitable organization. Butwe
were inclined, perhaps, to go to too great
extremes in our intense earnestness and to do
things that possibly were not wise. Instead of
impressing people for God, it made them think
that we were unbalanced impressions of
ourselves. Personally, | was so under the power
of legality that I felt guilty if | rode in a street
car without immediately rising to give my
testimony.

As soon as we left the corner, | would get
to my feet and say, “Friends, | want to give my
testimony for Jesus Christ and | want to tell
you how God saved me”. The conductor would
come and say, “Sit down”. We didn’t ask you
to come in here to conduct a Church service”.
Then | was rather rude to him. | said, “Well I'll
sit down if you say so, but you will have to
answer at the judgment-bar of God for
preventing these people from hearing the
gospel”.

| would do the same thing in a rail-road
train. As soon as we got away from the station,
| faced the passengers and began to give my
testimony. | feltl had to do it or be responsible
for their souls. | did not realize that this was
rude. The last time that | got up in a rail-road
train in this way | had just started when a
Roman Catholic Priest jumped to his feet and
said, what is this? What s this? Do | have to
be insulted in this train? Do | have to sitin a
Protestant service? Call the conductor!” The
conductor came and said, “Young man, you
can’t do this — you have no right to interfere
with other people’s religion when you are riding
on arail-road train. And so | had to sit down.

It bothered me. The devil either tries to
keep you quiet or makes you think you must
do what is unreasonable. What delivered me
atlast and showed me there was a golden mean
between indifference and rudeness was this
very passage. What does it say of the Lord?
“He shall not strive nor cry neither shall His
voice be heard in the street”. He went through
His service here for God in such a restful, quiet

way. When people came to Him and wanted
to know how to get eternal life, how to be saved,
He was always ready to meet them and He
sought out the lost, like the woman at Sychar’s
well, but you never find Him doing anything
boisterous or uncouth. He was truly “God’s
gentleman”.

When | first saw that expression applied
to Him, | was rather startled. | picked up a little
volume, an old History of the World in London
some years ago, published early in 1600.
When it came down to the days of the Roman
Empire and Augustus Caesatr, it said, “In his
days, there was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
that goodly gentleman, Jesus Christ. As |
meditated on that | thought why should not that
be applied to Him? Whatis a gentleman? A
gentleman, a gracious man, Jesus was all that
— always gentle and gracious. Even when
rebuking sin sternly He never did anything that
was boisterous or made Him seem uncouth”.

| personally endorse this great truth. All
what we do nowadays are not in line with this.
All are intent upon to make a big show, whether
it produces results or not. | have seen big
Conferences with large attendance along with
family members. When it comes to listening to
messages, there is hardly any attendance —
these Conferences turn out to be social
functions. So also large scale penetrations with
many vans and jeeps, they turn out to be
“melas” with very little response. If all the claims,
“of people being won over to Christ” are true,
then the number of believers should have been
many thousands. Inthe hearts we are zealots
and fanatics. Truly we are missing the wood
for trees.

Ve
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ABRAHAM THE FRIEND OF GOD
Cliff Jones, U.K

Strong in Faith: Things written aforetime

Meditation on the lives and experiences of
God’s people and God's dealings with them can
be a source of great blessing to believers in the
times in which we live. There is much benefit to
be gained from studying the lives of the people
brought before us, not only in the New Testament
but also in the Old Testament, “For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15: 4).

The patriarch Abraham, “the Friend of God”
(Jas. 2:23; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8), was a man
of great faith, and we can learn a great deal for
our spiritual benefit by meditating, under the
guidance of the indwelling Holy Spirit, (1 Cor. 6:19;
2Tim. 3:16), on the many references to himin both
the Old and New Testaments. The Jewish race is
descended from Abraham, and Mary, the mother
of the Lord Jesus Christ, was a Jewess (Matt. 1;
Lk. 3:23-38). God's calling out of Abraham was in
preparation for the coming into the world of the
Redeemer. God blessed Abraham and gave him
avision of the Lord Jesus (Jn. 8:56), and he looked
for “a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Paul referred to
Abraham as “the father of all them that believe”
(Rom. 4: 11).

Abraham was descended from Shem (Gen.
11:10-26), and was bornin Ur of the Chaldees in
Mesopotamia in about 2100 BC (Gen. 11:26-32).
His family were idolaters (Josh. 24:2).

Initially his name was Abram (Gen. 11:26),
which means “exalted father”, but later God
changed his name to Abraham which means
“father of a multitude” (Gen. 17:5). God also
changed the name of Abraham’s wife from Sarai,
which means “my princess”, to Sarah, which
means “princess” (Gen. 17:15).

By faith

Abraham made mistakes and experienced
lapses in his faith, but overall his great faith and
trustin God determined the trend and direction of
his life and the decisions he made. We learn in
the Word of God that “faith is the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”
(Heb. 11:1). We are told “by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Eph. 2:8,9). Faith is a gift of God, and by
faith we believe God. Abraham “believed God, and
it was counted unto him for righteousness” (Rom.
4:3). By faith we believe the Scriptures, for “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). By
faith we believe God’s promises.

As we go through life we pass through
various experiences and God tests our faith. Our
God-given faith grows stronger as it is used. Satan
will tempt those of us who are believers,
endeavouring to cause us to sin. Faith, believing
and trusting God and His promises, is a “shield”
or “breastplate” and will protect us from the attacks
of Satan (Eph. 6: 16~ 1 Thess. 5:8~ 1 Tim. 1:19,
6:12). God does not seek to cause His people to
sin, but tests us so that our faith and trust in Him
will be developed and strengthened (Jas. 1:3, 13,
1 Pet. 1:7~ 1 Cor. 10:13). The more we learn of
God, and the better we know Him, the greater and
stronger will be our faith in Him. Itis the will of God
that, having been saved by grace through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ and His completed work on
the cross, that we should grow spiritually and that
our faith should be strengthened. Then, by grace,
we will obey and serve God in accordance with
His revealed will, increase in spiritual maturity and
become more and more like God'’s only begotten,
eternal and beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
(Rom. 8:29).

The apostle Peter knew what it was to fail
his beloved Lord and Saviour and then to be
graciously forgiven and restored to His service
(Lk. 22:54-62, Jn. 21:15-19). The Lord told Peter
that he was to feed believers with spiritual food.
Later, Peter, led by the Holy Spirit, wrote “desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). We need to study the
Scriptures which are alamp to our feet and a light
unto our path (Ps. 119: 105). If our God-given faith
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is to be strengthened and developed then we need
to be diligent and disciplined. As led by the Holy
Spirit, we must spend time in prayer, meditate and
feed on the written Word of God and obey the
truths the Spirit will graciously reveal to us. Peter
was inspired to write “giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue and to virtue knowledge; And to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; And to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren not unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1 :5-8). The words “add to”
do not involve an additive process in the sense of
one quality after another being added to faith.
Rather, we are to supply, or have, all the qualities
or graces mentioned in 2 Peter 1 :5-7 in our faith.
They should be seen and developed
simultaneously and continuously. As believers we
must be diligent and careful to allow the Holy Spirit
to develop these qualities in our God-given faith.
This development can have a profound influence
on our daily practical lives.

Although we often fail God when our faith is
tested, we know that “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 In. 1:9).
After Abraham’s failures he always repented and
returned to the pathway of faith and trust in God
and obedience to His revealed will. Despite our
failures we know, by the grace of God, that it is
foolish and sinful not to have faith in the all-wise,
gracious, merciful, omnipotent, omniscient,
omnipresent, holy God who loves us and is
working all things “together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to
His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). The believer knows that
the faithful God never changes (Mal. 3:6); cannot
lie (Tit. 1 :2), and that He will fulfil His promises.
We are told that “The just shall live by faith” (Rom.
1:17), and without faith it is impossible to please
God (Heb. 11 :6). Faith in God not only pleases
God but glorifies Him. We are called upon to walk
“by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).

Each successive test to which God
subjected Abraham strengthened his faith and
prepared him for the next test, and each test to
which God subjects our faith not only increases
our faith but also increases our love for God and

our joy in knowing Him. Each test builds up our
faith and prepares us for the next test. God does
not test or try us beyond our God-given ability and
power to endure, resist and overcome. Paul wrote
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:
13).

Faith without works is dead If we continue
to exercise our faith we will do those “good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them” (Eph. 2: 10). Faith is shown by a
believer's way of life, for “faith without works is
dead” (Jas. 2:20). Abraham showed his faith by
his works and “being not weak in faith, he
considered not his own body now dead, when he
was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sara’s womb: He staggered not at
the promise of God through unbelief; but was
strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was
able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed
to him for righteousness” (Rom. 4: 19-22).

Abraham’s life can be divided into three
main parts:

(1) Abraham’s call by God to lead a life
separated from the world, with its sin and idolatry,
to obey, worship and serve God and witness for
Him (Gen. 12: 1 - 14:24).

(2) Abraham’s spiritual training and
development and his relationships with other
people (Gen. 15:1 - 21:34).

(3) Abraham’s later life: the strength and
victory of his God-honouring faith and the
prophetic aspects of his experiences (Gen. 22:1
- 25:10).

In future articles we shall, God willing, see
some aspects of the testing, strengthening and
development of Abraham’s faith.

Ve
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SPLENDID TREASURES

(EPHESIAN STUDIES)
Koshy Zachariah

5. Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will (Eph 1:5)

We saw in our last issue that God has chosen us
in Him before the foundation of the world that we
be holy and without blame before Him in love.
Now having made us to stand before Him, holy
and without blame in love. God elevates us as
His sons, rather as adopted sons. This revelation
by Apostle Paul is something yet more glorious.
We are lifted to a higher platform for a realization
of a truth that is inconceivable for human minds.

In the earlier verse (v 4), Apostle Paul says that,
“He has chosen us” and now in this verse he says
that “God has predestinated us”. There is an
important distinction between “chosen” and
“predestinated”. The term “predestinated”
conveys to us that it is determined beforehand;
more precisely declared beforehand. It points out
to an ultimate plan; in simple term the plan itself.
On the other hand, the term “chosen” suggests of
an action accomplished to fulfill the plan. God’s
plan or determination (predestination) was that a
certain people of the fallen race of Adam, should
stand before Him as His sons. To carry out that
determination, it was inevitable that God should
choose or select a certain people; then only they
could be brought to that glorious destiny.

In the next place, let us look at the term “adoption”.
A study of the scripture brings before us the truth
that Apostle Paul is the only one who uses this
term in the New Testament. He being a Roman
citizen was aware of the importance of the term
adoption under the Roman law. The Roman law
on the one hand granted to the adopted child “a
legal right to the name and to the property” of the
person who adopted him and on the other hand
the person who adopted the child has all the rights
and privileges of a father. It worked both ways. A
Jew could not understand and for that reason
appreciate this idea; it was not a part of their legal
system. When we talk of adoption, the first point
that comes to our mind is its power to give a status
of a son. To quote D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, “The

Apostle obviously uses the term in order to convey
the particular idea of the place or status of a son.
Itis a purely forensic or legal term. Itis important
that we should grasp this because we cannot really
enter into the privilege of our position as God'’s
sons, unless we understand what adoption means.
It is a term that emphasizes relationship and
standing; it also emphasizes rank and distinction.
We are familiar with certain ranks of society,
certain distinctions in society which confer
privileges because of the position or the rank or
the status that one holds. This New Testament
term embodies this meaning. It is a legal term,
which defines standing or status, rank, privilege
and position. It emphasis is not upon the nature
of the child, so much as upon the rank of the child.
Of course, the nature is important; but the term
adoption does not emphasise that”.

When a child is adopted, it is a fact that the child
has no blood relationship to the person who adopts
him. The child has no natural connection. Yet
through adoption he stands as their child.
Because he does not actually partake of their
nature, nobody can say that he is not the child of
the parents who accepted him. We all are aware
that the nature of a true Christian as a new man in
Christ, as a son, is not decided by adoption but
by regeneration. When we are born again, we
are sealed with the Holy Spirit being partakers of
the divine nature; we become a new creation, we
become sons of God. But adoption places
emphasis entirely upon the legal standing and the
privileges that come from that. This could be
understood more clearly from what Paul mentioned
in Galatians Chapter 4:1-5. “Now | say, that the
heir as long as he is a child differeth nothing from
a servant, though the Lord of all; but is under tutors
and governors until the time appointed of the
Father. Even so when we were children, were in
bondage under the elements of the world; but when
the fullness of the time has come, God sent forth
His son, made of a woman, made under the law
to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons”. Ason does
not have a legal standing to make use of his
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position as long as he is a child. He is little different
from a servant. The reason? He is not of age.
The tutors and governors, in a sense, are superior
to him and they can correct him when he goes
wrong through punishment. No doubt that he is a
true son but he is not adopted not being of age to
exercise the rights. And when the child comes of
age, a declaration is made of his status and
position as heir and that is what is meant by the
term adoption in the scripture. After adoption he
has a standing and his relationship to the tutors
and governors are now different. They now
address him as “master”. To quote D. Martyn
Lloyd-Jones, “His relationship to his parentsin a
fundamental sense has not been changed; as
regards his blood and nature, it remains exactly
what it was. Yet from the standpoint of rank and
legal position, he is in a different position”.

In this context, there is something more. We have
to realize the fact that we are given the Spirit of
the Son of God Himself. Paul wrote to the
Galatians, “When the fullness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,

made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law that we might receive the adoption
of sons. And because you are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts
crying Abba, Father” (Gal 4:4-6). We are told that
the Lord Jesus Christ was given the Holy Spirit
when He was in the earth as a man. We read,
“God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him”
(John 3:34). The Lord was enabled to do what
He did, by the Spirit. For the reason that we are
sons, God puts into us the same Spirit that was in
His Son. The Spirit that enabled the Lord to endure
“the contradiction of sinners” is in us so that we
could be victors in this world. What blessed truths
are brought before us? Three facts emerge before
us. We are the Sons of God, we are adopted to
be heirs and joint heirs with Christ and we have
the same Spirit that was given to the Lord. God
has predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ — only through Jesus Christ. We
are told, this He did, according to the good
pleasure of His will.

NEWS UPDATES FROM GFTI ASSOCIATED MINISTRIES
STEWARDS BIBLE COLLEGE. (SBC)

The new session commenced on 5th June with 10 students in the first year, 10 in the second

and 11 in the third year, totalling 31 in all. We had the joy of having Mr. & Mrs. Abraham John,
Houston, USA for the opening service and also to take a few sessions for two days.
The local resident teachers are taking lessons assigned to them: Mr. Victor Sunderaraj-Evangelism
(Firstyear); Christian Education (Second year) K.A. Mathew - Character Studies (First Year) General
Epistles (Second Year); Shaiju Varghese - Anthropology (Third Year); Thessalonians (Second
Year); NT Survey (First Year) and M. Manoj - O.T Survey (First Year); Pentateuch (Second Year);
Research Methodology (Third Year). Local visiting teacher: Mr. V.M.Varghese took Messianic
Psalms & Church history from, 8th to 26th July-09, Prayers are coveted for this ministry as we have
embarked upon a three year programme. More guests teachers are awaited during the course of
the year.

BIRD MEMORIAL CHILDREN’S HOME (BMCH)

The Children in the Home are all keeping well. This year the total number of children is 20.
Their school started in the first week of June-09. All of them are keeping good health and
studying reasonably well. In the last year all the three children who appeared for the Xth, got through
the Board exams with good marks and are pursuing higher studies elsewhere. God has bleesed
the work here with a new matron by name Jegatha Jockin, a retired and able person to look after
the children. Prayers are coveted for this faith ministry.
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VINEYARD NEWS

ANDHRA PRADESH

01/07/09 Silas Satyam, Seethampeta
The ministries here are going on well. They had
their annual convention recently, when all the 21
assemblies in the region came together. The
speakers were Dr. K.C Johnson, Ajaykumar
Chattria and P.V Ramana. Nine people accepted
the Lord as Saviour. Four young men dedicated
themselves for full time ministry. Prayers are
coveted for the ministries going on here.
02/07/09 K. Mark, Nizamabad
Brother informs that a new assembly was
established here at Sasthrinagar, where around
20 believers are gathering regularly. They need
a place to gather and other materials for
assembly. Prayers are requested.

03/07/09 Prakash Raju, Srisailam
A special youth camp was held from 10th to 12th
April-09 at Peddadornala. By God'’s grace seven
people accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Saviour.

04/07/09 Banerji Raju, Adoni
In the month of April-09, they held a youth camp
in which brother Sajeev Varghese (Kottayam)
and John Ratnakar (Nellore) shared the Word. It
was a great blessing. Prayers are coveted for all
the youth who attended and also for the regular
assembly activities.

BIHAR

05/07/09 Prakash Paswan, M’ffarpur
Brother was engaged in VBS in several places.
In his own local area in four different places VBS
were held. More than 1500 children heard the
Word. Prayers are requested for all these
children and for all the assembly activities.
06/07/09 Johny Joseph, Hajipur
Our brother is down with Chicken Pox and is
under treatment. Please pray for speedy recovery
and also for the regular activities that they may
not be hindered.

CHATTISGARH

07/07/09 Robinson Roat, Raipur
In the month of May, they were able to conduct
summer Bible study camp, in which believers were
invited to learn theological subjects. About 60
believers gathered for the same. In the month of
June they had 15 days of outreach work covering
about 30 villages. Prayers are requested.
08/07/09 Pramod Paul, Kondagaon
On 23 Feb-09, nine believers of Dhodai assembly
were baptized and added to the assembly. About
60 to 70 believers gather here for worship every
week. The assembly hall constructed here was
dedicated on 9" May-09. Prayers are solicited.
09/07/09 Souri Rajan, Raipur
The work here is in progress, inspite of opposition
and problems. Recently they had to vacate their
house and find another one; therefore kindly note
his new address: C-187/7, NMDC Colony, New
Rajendra Nagar, Raipur-492 006, CG.

10/07/09 Benjamin Raot, Lailunga
By the grace of God the ministries at Lailunga is
going on well. During this summer, they were able
to hold VBS for the children of the nearby villages.
Please pray for his son Ashish as he is not keeping
well. All the other activities are going on well.

JHARKHAND

11/07/09 Rajendra Rajwar, Jamadoba
Brother reports that the Lord is opening new doors
for the Gospel. At Noniabasti, they were able to
penetrate with the Gospel. Please remember this
ministry and also for the education of his two
children.

KARNATAKA

12/07/09 Junia Jayaraj, Kadur
By the Grace of God, he was blessed with a
second child recently. Please pray for the good
health of the child and for all the on going ministries.
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13/07/09 John Paul, Jannapura
Their VBS this year brought together some 85
children from various backgrounds. God blessed
this ministry wonderfully. Please pray for these
children who heard the Word. Also remember his
son McLean who completed his 12" and is
seeking admission for Engineering.

Christopher Hukkeri, B’lore
They had a VBS from 13-18 April-09. In a Bible
Conference which was held from 23" - 25" May-
09, brother Thompson Thomas shared the Word.
The Lord is sustaining the ministry by His grace.

Prayers are requested.

14/07/09 Albert Anandaraj, Kollegal
For the past ten months our brother was leading
the YMEF team in various places in four taluks.
Follow up works are being carried out. Five sisters
are ready for baptism. Brother SN Daniel is also
helping in the ministry here. Prayers are
requested.

15/07/09 A.S Sabu, Arasikere
By the grace of God the work is going on well.
Although there is threatening and persecution,
more than 15 believers are gathering regularly for
worship. They have started two out-station
ministries in remote villages. In each of them
around 18 people gather for Bible study. Please
pray for them.

KERALA

16/07/09 K.K. Varghese, Kodanad
He along with his brother-in-law is doing regular
outreach work in the area especially at
Vapallassery. Recently a new assembly testimony
was established here by these efforts. Brother P.P.
Varghese is looking after the work here. His third
son Job is still under treatment. Prayers are
requested.

17/07/09 S.G Gilbert, Kunnanpara
The ministry here is growing by God’s grace.
From 15" to 17" April-09, they were able to have
three days of convention. On 16" four persons
were baptized. Some believers are from other
backgrounds. On 17" Sunday school anniversary
was held. Prayers are requested for the seed
sown.

MADHYA PRADESH

18/07/09 Ranjit Kumar Bagh, Gwalior
By the grace of God, they were able to baptize
six believers last month. Another five more are
getting ready for baptism. A family get together
was held on 18" April-09, in which about 120
believers came together for prayer and fellowship.
It was a great time of encouragement. Prayers
are coveted for all these ministries.

19/07/09 Shaji Varghese, Khandwa
Recently a brother by name Bablu was baptized
and added to the assembly fellowship. They have
started a new work at a place called Burhanpur
about 55 KMs away from here. During summer
VBS also was held in both these places.

ORISSA

20/07/09 Sunny T Daniel, Jeypore
The ministries are going on well. Brother had
another surgery at Vellore for hernia in May. Now
better and back home, convalescing. They were
able to have a training programme for new
believers. The Emmaus correspondence course
also is gaining momentum this year. Prayers are
solicited.
21/07/09 Barnabas Bagh, Kumlhi
Around 12 people committed their lives to the Lord
recently. Please pray that they may grow in
maturity. All the other activities are going on well.
Prayers are coveted.

Rosen Bagh, Bandhaguda
God blessed their VBS this year with many
children attending. A baptism was held on 17
May-09, five believers were baptized; all of them
are from NC background. Prayers are requested
for these new believers.

PUNJAB

22/07/09 Johnson Titus, Jalandhar
Brother informs that his father Daniel (84) was
promoted to glory on 28" April-09. The ministry is
going on well. The free tuition centre (children’s
club) is going on smoothly. Prayers are needed.
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RAJASTHAN

23/07/09 V.M George, Udaipur
The ministry here is going on well with blessings.
They are sharing the Gospel to many people
through literature. Believers are keeping well in
all the local churches here and nearby. Prayers
are needed.

TAMIL NADU

24/07/09 Kirthi Paul, Pollachi
Brother informs that he has shifted his residence
recently and so kindly note his new address: Kirthi
Paul, 26, Vanchiyapuram Pirivu, Sulewsaranpatti,
Pollachi-642 006, TN.

Jeyapal R., Sankarankoil
The ministry here and at Veeriruppu are going on
well by God’s grace. From 7-10 May, they had a
Bible camp with the YMEF team. AVBS training
was held in April. Our brother’s daughter’s
wedding took place on 29/04/09. Prayers are
solicited.
25/07/09 Jones Cherian, Madurai
By God’s grace, the 53 batch of students
completed their course on 6" April-09. They have
started the next batch from 15" June. Prayers are
needed for the running of the Madurai Bible school
and also for the Gospel Team, which is able to
cover many villages with the Gospel and establish
assemblies.
26/07/09 Belthasar A, Nilakottai
Bible classes were held from 22-26 on the book
of Revelation. Dr. O.M Samuel from Kerala helped
in taking the classes. In May VBS was held in
three places. They have also conducted their
annual convention in the month of June. Prayers
are requested.

Parandhaman, Sholingur
The Lord’s work here is going on well. 40
members are coming regularly for meetings. The
village ministry and Sunday school ministries are
going on well. At Srikalikapuram, 12 people are
ready to take baptism. Praying to start assembly
testimony in two other villages.
27/07/09 N. Nagendran, Manamadurai
Brother informs that the ministry is going on well
and that four new believers are ready to take
baptism. Prayers are requested for them and also
for his wife Jessy who is suffering with Arthritis

Rheumatism, which affects the joints and muscles,
causing swelling and pain.

Athisaya Arputharaj, T.Pudur
From 21 to 23rd of May-09, they had VBS
ministries in their assembly. More than 150
children attended the programme. Please pray for
the salvation of these children.
28/07/09 D.R Simon, Tirunelveli
Recently three believers obeyed the Lord in the
waters of baptism and were added to the
assembly fellowship; all of them are from NC
background. Prayers are requested.

James Ponniah, Madurai

During the last nine months, they had gone through
various struggles which affected him and the
ministry. He is suffering from B.P and Sugar and
was in bed for a couple of months. Recovering
slowly now. From 1-3 May, they had special
meetings. On 2" two believers were baptized. On
30" May, one day outreach programme was held.

WEST BENGAL

29/07/09 Timothy Das, Canning
Brother requests prayers for sister Vandana
Halder who had an eye operation recently and is
feeling much better. Please remember this needy
family in your prayers.

30/07/09 Jayanta Das, Kolkatta
In the month of April they had an outreach work in
Dinajpur district, about 20 members were in the
team; this included evangelists and believers from
W.B. They were able to make around 250
contacts.

UTTARANJAL

30/07/09 Beharilal Benjamin,Dakpathar
The work of the Lord is going on well. Four
believers were recently baptized. In the month of
May, they held VBS in two places; and it was a
blessing. Prayers are needed also for his good
heath, as he has to travel to the hills to meet the
new believers.

Ve
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KNOW YOUR FRIENDS AT SBC
Santosh Mhaske

I come from
Maharashtra. | was
born and brought up in
a nominal Christian
family. |1 was living a
nominal Christian life
without accepting
Jesus Christ. Many
servants of God came
and shared the Word
of God to me; but | was
unwilling to believe in
Jesus. But on 7/05/
2005, God spoke to me
from the Scriptures and made me realize that | am
sinner and needs to be saved. So on that day, |
accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour and
became a child of God.

Then | got peace and happiness in my heart
and life. Later | was baptized and added into the
assembly fellowship on 4/11/2006. As | was in
fellowship of the assembly, | grew interested in
learning the Bible deeply. So | applied to SBC where
they gave me a chance to study. By the grace of
God, | could complete one year of study and now |
am studying in the second year. Please pray for my
studies and also for my future ministry.

~

/
READ THE BIBLE
Not as a newspaper, but as a homeletter.
If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach,
gather it.
If a promise lies upon the page as a blank
cheque, cashit.
If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch
it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your
desire.
If an example of holiness gleams before you,
ask God to do as much for you.

Ifatruth is revealed in all its intrinsic splendour,
entreat that its brilliance may ever radiate the
hemisphere of your life like a star.
Entwine the climbing creepers of holy desire
around the lattice work of Scripture. So shall you
come to say with the Psalmist, “O how I love
Thy Law ! It is my meditation all the day !”

/

\_

4 PRAY FOR )

The Gospel Fellowship Trust of India

(Regd. Society N0.183/1968)
No.1, Bethesda Centre, Kodungaiyur P.O,
Chennai-600 118. India.
(Legal Jurisdiction: Madras)

Objectives of the ministry of GFTI

1. To encourage the preaching of the Good
News of Salvation throughout India and
elsewhere.

2. To encourage the planting of New
Testament-based Christian

Assemblies.
3 Toactas achannel to pass on to the Lord's
Servants (enjoying current

commendations of their home assemblies)
the voluntary contributions of God's people.
We now serve over 900 brethren.

4. Assistance to those in distress through
natural calamities etc.,

5. To support those in extreme need such
as widows, the poor and those parents
in difficulty to educate their children.

6. Evangelism through Literature, Special
Conferences.

7. To Support Assembly-based Bible
Education.

Note: Only Biblically sound articles
are accepted for publication in “Vineyard
Echoes”. However, Vineyard Echoes does not
necessarily endorse or hold responsibility for
the views expressed by the authors in their
articles and the material information
furnished by the brethren for the Vineyard
News column.

-

All Correspondence, Articles and
contributions for the Ministry may be
sent to: The Gospel Fellowship Trust
of India, No.1, Bethesda Centre,
Kodungaiyur P.O, Chennai- 600 118,
TN, INDIA.

Phone: +91-44- 2555 0598 / 2555 0295
\_ Email: admin@gfti.org.in )
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